House of Representatives

General Assembly File No. 572

February Session, 2012 Substitute House Bill No. 5472

House of Representatives, April 23, 2012

The Committee on Finance, Revenue and Bonding reported
through REP. WIDLITZ of the 98th Dist., Chairperson of the
Committee on the part of the House, that the substitute bill
ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING FILING DEADLINES FOR CERTAIN
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (72) of section 12-81 of the general
statutes, any person otherwise eligible for a 2006 grand list exemption
pursuant to said subdivision (72) in the city of Danbury, except that
such person failed to file the required exemption application within
the time period prescribed, shall be regarded as having filed said
application in a timely manner if such person files said application not
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section, and pays
the late filing fee pursuant to section 12-81k of the general statutes.
Upon confirmation of the receipt of such fee and verification of the
exemption eligibility of the machinery and equipment included in such
application, the assessor shall approve the exemption for such
property. If taxes have been paid on the property for which such

exemption is approved, the city of Danbury shall reimburse such
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person in an amount equal to the amount by which such taxes exceed

the taxes payable if the application had been filed in a timely manner.

Sec. 2. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (72) of section 12-81 of the general
statutes, any person otherwise eligible for a 2009 grand list exemption
pursuant to said subdivision (72) in the town of Windsor, except that
such person failed to file the required exemption application within
the time period prescribed, shall be regarded as having filed said
application in a timely manner if such person files said application not
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section, and pays
the late filing fee pursuant to section 12-81k of the general statutes.
Upon confirmation of the receipt of such fee and verification of the
exemption eligibility of the machinery and equipment included in such
application, the assessor shall approve the exemption for such
property. If taxes have been paid on the property for which such
exemption is approved, the town of Windsor shall reimburse such
person in an amount equal to the amount by which such taxes exceed

the taxes payable if the application had been filed in a timely manner.

Sec. 3. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (72) of section 12-81 of the general
statutes, any person otherwise eligible for a 2010 grand list exemption
pursuant to said subdivision (72) in the town of Windsor, except that
such person failed to file the required exemption application within
the time period prescribed, shall be regarded as having filed said
application in a timely manner if such person files said application not
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section, and pays
the late filing fee pursuant to section 12-81k of the general statutes.
Upon confirmation of the receipt of such fee and verification of the
exemption eligibility of the machinery and equipment included in such
application, the assessor shall approve the exemption for such
property. If taxes have been paid on the property for which such
exemption is approved, the town of Windsor shall reimburse such
person in an amount equal to the amount by which such taxes exceed

the taxes payable if the application had been filed in a timely manner.
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Sec. 4. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (72) of section 12-81 of the general
statutes, any person otherwise eligible for a 2010 grand list exemption
pursuant to said subdivision (72) in the town of Seymour, except that
such person failed to file the required exemption application within
the time period prescribed, shall be regarded as having filed said
application in a timely manner if such person files said application not
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section, and pays
the late filing fee pursuant to section 12-81k of the general statutes.
Upon confirmation of the receipt of such fee and verification of the
exemption eligibility of the machinery and equipment included in such
application, the assessor shall approve the exemption for such
property. If taxes have been paid on the property for which such
exemption is approved, the town of Seymour shall reimburse such
person in an amount equal to the amount by which such taxes exceed
the taxes payable if the application had been filed in a timely manner.

Sec. 5. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
section 12-41 or 12-111 of the general statutes, the board of assessment
appeals of the town of Brookfield shall forgive the twenty-five per cent
penalty assessed against any person in the town of Brookfield who
failed to file a timely declaration of personal property for the
assessment year commencing October 1, 2009. If such penalty has been
paid, the town of Brookfield shall reimburse such person in an amount

equal to the penalty amount.

Sec. 6. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (72) of section 12-81 of the general
statutes, any person otherwise eligible for a 2010 grand list exemption
pursuant to said subdivision (72) in the city of Bridgeport, except that
such person failed to file the required exemption application within
the time period prescribed, shall be regarded as having filed said
application in a timely manner if such person files said application not
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section, and pays
the late filing fee pursuant to section 12-81k of the general statutes.

Upon confirmation of the receipt of such fee and verification of the
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exemption eligibility of the machinery and equipment included in such
application, the assessor shall approve the exemption for such
property. If taxes have been paid on the property for which such
exemption is approved, the city of Bridgeport shall reimburse such
person in an amount equal to the amount by which such taxes exceed

the taxes payable if the application had been filed in a timely manner.

Sec. 7. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (72) of section 12-81 of the general
statutes, any person otherwise eligible for a 2010 grand list exemption
pursuant to said subdivision (72) in the city of Waterbury, except that
such person failed to file the required exemption application within
the time period prescribed, shall be regarded as having filed said
application in a timely manner if such person files said application not
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section, and pays
the late filing fee pursuant to section 12-81k of the general statutes.
Upon confirmation of the receipt of such fee and verification of the
exemption eligibility of the machinery and equipment included in such
application, the assessor shall approve the exemption for such
property. If taxes have been paid on the property for which such
exemption is approved, the city of Waterbury shall reimburse such
person in an amount equal to the amount by which such taxes exceed

the taxes payable if the application had been filed in a timely manner.

Sec. 8. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (74) of section 12-81 of the general
statutes, any person otherwise eligible for a 2010 grand list exemption
and a 2011 grand list exemption pursuant to said subdivision (74) in
the city of Hartford, except that such person failed to file the required
exemption applications within the time period prescribed, shall be
regarded as having filed said applications in a timely manner if such
person files said applications not later than thirty days after the
effective date of this section and pays the late filing fees pursuant to
section 12-81k of the general statutes. Upon confirmation of the receipt
of such fees and verification of the exemption eligibility of the vehicle

included in such applications, the assessor shall approve the
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exemptions for such property. If taxes have been paid on the property
for which such exemptions are approved, the city of Hartford shall
reimburse such person in an amount equal to the amount by which
such taxes exceed the taxes payable if the applications had been filed in

a timely manner.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 from passage New section
Sec. 2 from passage New section
Sec. 3 from passage New section
Sec. 4 from passage New section
Sec. 5 from passage New section
Sec. 6 from passage New section
Sec. 7 from passage New section
Sec. 8 from passage New section
FIN Joint Favorable Subst.
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members
of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do
not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In
general, fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s
professional knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis,

however final products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

—
OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact:
Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY13$ FY14$
Policy & Mgmt., Off. GF - Revenue Less than None
Gain $5,000

Note: GF=General Fund
Municipal Impact:

Municipalities | Effect FY13$ FY14$
Various Municipalities Revenue See Below None

Loss

Explanation

The bill allows taxpayers in six towns! to receive property tax
exemptions even though they missed the statutory filing deadline for
manufacturing machinery and equipment (PILOT MME) exemptions.
Each town would be required to reimburse the tax payments made by
any such organization in excess of the taxes that would have been
payable had their application been filed in a timely manner. The state
will collect a late filing fee of $150-$500 from each affected entity in the

six towns.

The Payment in-Lieu-of Taxes for Manufacturing Machinery and
Equipment (PILOT MME) grant was eliminated in PA 11-6 as
amended by PA 11-61 and replaced by the Manufacturing Transition
Grant. The transition grant amount in FY 12 and FY 13 is equal to the
amount towns received for PILOT MME in FY 11. Thus, the bill has no

fiscal impact in FY 13 as payments to municipalities are fixed.

The bill also waives a 25% penalty assessed by the town of

! Bridgeport, Danbury, Hartford, Seymour, Waterbury, and Windsor.
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Brookfield to Rowland & Sons Steel Corp. for failure to file its 2009
personal property tax. This waiver will result in revenue loss to the
town of Brookfield in the amount of $938.

The Out Years

The fiscal impact identified above is one time in nature and has no
ongoing fiscal impact.
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OLR Bill Analysis
sHB 5472

AN ACT CONCERNING FILING DEADLINES FOR CERTAIN
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS.

SUMMARY:
The Office of Legislative Research does not analyze Special Acts.

COMMITTEE ACTION

Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea 50 Nay 0 (04/03/2012)
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